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In the past decade or two an increasing number of Seventh-day Adventists have challenged both the eternity of Christ and the person of the Holy Spirit. Many claim that He was begotten far back in eternity by the Father, Who they hold is the sole source of  existence, and that the Holy Spirit is not really a Person, but, Christ's own persona. They claim that the doctrine of the Trinity is a heretical, and some say, blasphemous theological child of the Papacy.  


A growing sense of urgency over the delay of Christ's coming, converging with increasing apostasy in the church, stimulates the search for a theological key to the long delay that is triggered by discovery that key pioneers repudiated the Trinity as a Papal doctrine. The motivation is thus to hasten Christ's coming by getting back to a non-Trinity doctrine, which is seen to be pioneer pillar.   


Since the issues involved relate to the nature of divinity and since we can know nothing about the Godhead except what is divinely revealed to us, great care must be exercised to avoid speculation. Thus, as I examine what the Bible reveals about the issues I do so in commitment to the following counsel:

The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things 

which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever."

Deuteronomy 29:29. The revelation of Himself that God has given 

in His word is for our study. This we may seek to understand. But 

beyond this we are not to penetrate. The highest intellect may tax 

itself until it is wearied out in conjectures regarding the nature of 

God, but the effort will be fruitless. This problem has not been given 

us to solve. No human mind can comprehend God. None are to 

indulge in speculation regarding His nature. Here silence is 

eloquence. The Omniscient One is above  discussion. {MH 429.1} 


Though this warning was given in the context of Kellogg's speculation, its principles extend to any speculation re: the divine nature. 


My induction into issues relating to the nature of Christ occurred 52 years ago in response to Jehovah's Witness claims that He was totally and only a man who exercised divine powers given to him, including that of creation. These claims were as  based on the same NT passages now used to deny the eternal divinity of Christ.


The focus of the unusually knowledgeable JW leader was primarily upon  statements of Christ such as, “I can of Mine own self do nothing,” in connection with statements of Paul that appear to show the Father's unique status as God and Christ's inferior status and dependent position such as:


Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a


name which is above every name: ... And that every tongue should


confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of the Father (Phil 2:9, 11).


Meanwhile the JW leader based these on Moses' declaration, “the LORD our God is one LORD” (Deut 6:4) and Isa. 43:10-12, which I address below. He also quoted Ellen White statements I knew nothing about that seemed to confirm Christ's inferior status and the Father's uniqueness as God. 


To assure integrity in dealing with such claims, for many weeks I intensely studied in Scripture alone all that it reveals regarding His nature. That study not only answered my questions, but underlies my subsequent theological development and prevented me from concluding that Christ was begotten or somehow  emerged from the Father sometime in eternity and was given the status of a lesser, Creator God. 

 
My own commitment to follow the truth where ever it might lead, no matter the cost, permits me now to present my findings with a sympathetic appreciation for those who, with the same commitment, have gone in a different direction. It is my hope that many will find the same assurance I found in the following Bible evidence that unites the witness of both Old and New Testaments. 


Those who now reject the Trinity seem driven by the same determination that drove me -- not to diminish any part of God's Word, but to let Scripture speak for itself, without muting any part. Guiding their study, however, has been the conviction that the pioneers correctly attributed the doctrine of Trinity to the Papacy. 


Before sharing my findings I want to say that what the pioneers objected to in denying the Trinity I also object to as Papal and non-Scriptural. Nor is it my burden to defend the term, “Trinity.” But, contrary to their conclusion, I do find that the doctrine of Trinity, as taught by the Seventh-day Adventist Church, is clearly founded on both the Bible and the spirit of prophecy.   


On the other hand, since the non-Trinitarians of whom I speak believe Ellen White was divinely inspired, they understandably seek to find in her writings expressions by which to reconcile her strong statements that appear to testify to the Trinity and to defend their certainty that she neither believed nor taught the doctrine of the Trinity.  Indeed, in seeking to reconcile divine instruction I may have felt compelled to go the same direction had I not found overwhelming OT evidence to support the Phil 2:5-8 key to Christ's declared subordinate position. 


The results of my 1956 examination of Christ's nature, as found in my books and other writings, relate not to Christ’s divine nature but to His human nature. For it was this issue that exploded within our denomination within months after my research, when, in 1957, Questions on Doctrine was published. But the Jehovah's Witness challenge, and thus my study, related not to His humanity but to His divinity, an issue that has become active within Adventism only in the last couple of decades, since the pioneer writings' disk has become available. 


The OT key lies in the record of God's relation to His people and in over-whelming evidence that Christ, the Word, divine Communicator from eternity, has ever represented the “one” (Echad) triune, JHWH God. (LORD always translates JHWH – Jahweh or Jehovah.) It is in this light that we find unity between OT declarations of the infinite nature of JHWH and NT declarations of the finite state of the incarnate One, Who humbled Himself to humanity (Phil 2:6-8) that He might reveal to men and to the universe the true nature of the Godhead, Whom Satan charged with injustice, of using His creatures for selfish purposes in requiring universal worship for self-glorification, without respect to their great potential for development and their own consequent personal glory. 


To reveal the nature of the “One” (Echad) JHWH, Christ humbled Himself for both time and eternity, forever taking upon Himself the limitations of humanity. And the Spirit humbled Himself to a silent, unseen functional role in the economy of redemption, as unnamed Representative of Christ – just as Christ became the visible Representative of the Father Who, in turn, humbles Himself eternally by giving glory to the Son. Thus each demonstrates true love in eternal self-humbling.


Only in this light can we understand Christ's dependency statements and His claims regarding the Spirit He would send, Who would not speak of Himself, but only testify concerning Christ-crucified -- glory of the universe Whose cross, via the judgment, forever answers all questions regarding the Creator's attitude to His creatures and His humility and self-sacrificing love for them. 


I have thus been increasingly concerned, during the past few years at the diminishing of Christ's divinity and virtual denial of the Holy Spirit's very Person by those who think to exalt the Father. As they thus shift our half century debate over the human nature of Christ to that of His divinity, they do not perceive that in failing to heed the divine warning against speculating regarding divinity, they actually produce the very plurality of unequal Gods which Scripture denies. 


Failure to view Christ's NT testimonies of subordination in the context of His self-limited exercise of divine prerogatives is the product of failing to see Him as the God of Israel, the Person of the Godhead Who has ever represented JHWH God, the one (echad) JHWH. Thus to diminish Christ's eternal divinity in contrast to One assumed in some mysterious way to be His literal Father and sole Source of life is actually to contrast Christ with His own Person. For it is Christ Himself, the second Person of the Godhead, Who identifies Himself as JHWH. Thus He is Himself the very One Who, in the OT, proclaims His eternal divinity and claims to be the source of all creation and life. 


Amazingly, the major OT passages used to prove there is but one God, the Father, actually refer to Christ, the Rock and only Savior. These include the fundamental passage of Moses, whose works became the test for all succeeding prophets, and also the testimony of Isaiah, great Messianic prophet who is most often quoted in the NT. Note the key text used by all who protest the Trinity: 


Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one [echad] LORD (Deut. 6:4) 


LORD, always referring to JHWH, means, "I AM that I AM" or "I exist only because I exist (see Ex. 3:14). He Whose existence has no prior cause, but Who is the prior cause of all that exists. Without injury, the text can be translated: 



Hear, O Israel, the Source of existence, our God, is the [only] Self existent One [Echad]. 


Echad, or “one,” often refers to unity in plurality, as cluster of grapes or husband and wife (Gen 2:24). The emphasis is thus not upon God as "one" being but upon unity in the self-existent nature of JHWH, the sole Source of all existen- ce, for Whom Christ -- is the eternal Spokesperson -- Himself JHWH, the Word.


When Jesus identified Himself as JHWH by declaring, “Before Abraham was, I AM” (Jn 8:58) the Jews tried to stone Him for blasphemy in claiming to be God. That Christ was Himself the Speaker in Deuteronomy 6:4 is confirmed by Moses' last words to Israel in concluding his review of the Exodus experience: 



Because I will publish the name of the LORD [JHWH]: ascribe


ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all 


His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and 


right is He. They have corrupted themselves, ... (Deut. 32:3-5)

 

Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise?


Is not He thy Father that hath bought thee? Hath He not made


thee, and established thee? (32:6) 



For the Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His 


inheritance. He found him in the waste howling wilderness; He led 


him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye. ...


(32:9-10)



But Jeshurun waxed fat ... and lightly esteemed the Rock of


His salvation. ... Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, ... 


They moved Me to jealousy ... How should one chase a thousand, 


and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, 


and the LORD had shut him up. (Deut. 32:15 & 30). 


Christ attributes to Himself this, the first of several OT passages that focus upon JHWH as the Rock (Mt 22:42-44), as does Peter (Acts 4:11-12). So does Paul, who clearly identifies Him as the God of Old Testament Israel:



Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant


that all our fathers were under the cloud and all passed through


the sea; ... And did all eat of the same spiritual meat; And did all


drink of the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual


Rock which followed them: and that Rock was Christ (1 Cor. 10:4).


The relationship of JHWH as Rock and Savior is expanded in a long, nine chapter (40 to 48) prophesy of Isaiah that includes Cyrus and the fall of Babylon. But the real focus is upon the divinity of Christ, as JHWH. Right after predicting the fall of literal Babylon via Cyrus (44:24-45:3), Isaiah proclaims the fall of mystical Babylon (Isa 46-48) by JHWH, Antitype of which Cyrus was the type.


This the second angel echoes (Rev 14:8) and Revelation 18:1-4 expands in its portrayal of Christ. Moreover, Deuteronomy 32:6 (above) not only identifies Christ as JHWH, but also as "Father." Thus Moses anticipates Isaiah's calling of Christ "the everlasting Father [Isa 9:6]," which echoes Moses' identification. 


Significantly the passage from which Jehovah's Witnesses take their name comes within Isaiah 40-48, shortly before Cyrus is named and his conquering of Babylon predicted in detail. Note how it refutes JW claims: 



But thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and


He that formed thee, O Israel, fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 


I have called thee by name; thou art Mine. ... I am the LORD 


thy God, the Holy One of Israel, the Savior: ... I will say to 


the north ... south ... bring my sons from far ... Even everyone


called by My name (43:1-7). 



Ye are My witnesses, saith the LORD, and My servant whom 


I have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me, and understand


that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall


there be after Me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside Me there 


is no savior ... therefore ye are My witnesses saith the LORD, 


that I am God (Isa 43:10-12). 


Several NT applications of this passage to Christ include Peter's quote immediately after he identified Christ as the Rock (Stone): 



Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none 


other name under heaven, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 


Among frequent self-declarations by JHWH throughout the nine chapters (Isa 40-48) are the following, in the same chapter that names Cyrus: 


Yet now hear, O Jacob My servant; and Israel, whom I

have chosen: Thus saith JHWH that made thee, ... (44:1-2) 


Thus saith JHWH the King of Israel, and His Redeemer,

the LORD [JHWH] of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; 

and beside me there is no God. ... Is there a God beside Me? 

Yea, there is no God; I know not any (44:6, 8). 


Note the intensity with which JHWH insists that He is the only God, the Redeemer and King of Israel. Significantly, "I am the first, and I am the last" repeats 41:4, which is again repeated in 48:12. Moreover, just as Christ (JHWH) here thrice declares Himself the First and Last (Isa 41:4 & 44:6; 48:12), even so He thrice declares the same of Himself in Revelation (1:17; 2:8 & 22:13). 


In the verses (44:9-20) following the above quote, JHWH mocks idols and their makers. After again repeatedly identifying Himself as Creator of all and 

Israel's Redeemer, He says He "frustrates the tokens of the liars, and makes diviners mad,... [but] confirms the word of His servant, and performs the counsel of His messengers" (44:25-26). At this very point Cyrus is introduced by name and the manner in which He was to conquer Babylon is declared (44:26-45:1). 


Of great significance is the identification of the Trinity in both Isaiah and Revelation. Before Jesus declares He is the First and the Last, John declares: 

"Grace be unto you, and peace, 

[1] from Him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and 

[2] from the seven Spirits ... ; and 

[3] from Jesus Christ ...." (Rev 1:4-5)


Significantly of the three Persons, two introduce themselves in the same chapter with almost identical expressions, each of which parallels the JHWH of Isaiah 41:4, 44:6, and 48:12. After the blessings from the Three, where the Father, is identified as "Him which is, and which was, and which is to come," He introduces Himself as "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending" -- thus forming three expressions equivalent to JHWH, the self-existent One, the source of all existence. Christ then, Who repeatedly declares Himself the First and Last, uses virtually the same three-fold self-ascription as the Father, declaring: "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last" (Rev 22:13; scholars, who verify the authenticity of this passage, question the validity of the same in 1:11). 


It is fascinating, moreover, that the self-ascription passages in Isaiah relate to the prophecy of typical Cyrus and the fall of Babylon and identify Christ, the Anti-typical Redeemer Who collapses mystical Babylon. Thus as type, Cyrus is called, "the righteous man from the East" (41:2); while in the next chapter, the 1st Person, JHWH, announces His anointing the 2nd Person (JHWH) by the 3rd Person (JHWH) for His incarnate ministry: 



Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; Mine elect, in Whom


My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him: He shall bring


forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor


shall cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed 


shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not quench: 


He shall bring forth judgment unto truth (42:1-3). 


This chapter contains several Messianic prophecies quoted in the gospels. Significantly, at times YHWH is clearly Christ and at others JHWH addresses Christ as, "My servant." Nor is this surprising. For the name JHWH is  applicable to all three, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, referred to in Isaiah 42:1 as "My Spirit.” All three are self-existent. This brings us back to the primary text, which non-theists pose as the strongest evidence against a triune God: 


Hear, O Israel, the LORD [JHWH] our God is echad JHWH (Deut. 6:4).


Thus, the self-existent Godhead is one (echad) LORD (JHWH), for which Christ is Speaker and Revealer in both OT and NT and forever. 

